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Overview

What to expect in P5 & P6 EL

Skills & Strategies 

Home-School Partnership



EL Syllabus and STELLAR 2.0
Strategies for English Language Learning And Reading 2.0

The 6 Areas of Language Learning are:
•Listening and Viewing
•Reading and Viewing
•Speaking and Representing
•Writing and Representing
•Grammar
•Vocabulary



Desired Learner Outcomes
English Language Syllabus 2020 



EL Syllabus and STELLAR 2.0
To prepare students for the future, there is greater emphasis on: 

1. Multiliteracies 
– expose students to different types of texts

2. Metacognition 
– develop self-regulation and self-monitoring skills

3. Inquiry through Dialogue 
– opportunities for students to discuss issues



EL Assessment Format (w.e.f. PSLE 2025)
Component Marks Duration

Paper 1 
(Situational Writing & Composition Writing)

50 1h 10 min

Paper 2
(Language Use & Comprehension)

90 1h 50 min

Paper 3
(Listening Comprehension)

20 about 35 min

Paper 4
(Reading Aloud & Stimulus-based 
Conversation)

40 about 10 min: 5 min 
preparation time 
and 5 min exam 
time



Paper 1 – Writing 

Component Marks Weighting 

Situational Writing (14m)
Write a short functional piece (e.g., email, letter, 
report) to suit the purpose, audience and context of 
a given situation.

Continuous Writing (36m)
Write a composition of at least 150 words about a 
given topic. 3 pictures will be provided on the topic 
offering different angles of interpretation.

50 25% 



Sample of Situational Writing (14m)



Sample of Paper 1 Continuous Writing (36m)

• One topic but with greater scope for 

writing from different perspectives

• Pictures to provide ideas for various 

perspectives

• Make use of at least 1 given picture



Continuous Writing Strategies

• Reading appropriate materials to adapt and adopt:
 Comprehension passages
 STELLAR Readers

• News articles
• Vocabulary building



Paper 2 – Language Use & Comprehension 
Component Marks Weighting 

Booklet A (Multiple Choice Questions)
Grammar (10m)
Vocabulary (5m)
Vocabulary Cloze (5m)
Visual Text Comprehension (5m) 

Booklet B (Open Ended) 
Grammar Cloze (10m)
Editing (10m)
Comprehension Cloze (15m)
Synthesis & Transformation (10m)
Comprehension (20m)

90 45%



Sample of Visual Text Comprehension (5m)



Sample of Visual Text Comprehension (14m)



• Tests students on EDITING skills

• Passage has 10 errors

• Words UNDERLINED contain 
either a spelling or 
grammatical error

Editing (10m)



• A spelling error occurs when a nonsensical
word is given.

• E.g., daredecayted a nonsensical word
correct word: dedicated

Editing - Spelling



Break the misspelt word into its syllables

Replace with a similar sounding word

Check:

 Does your word have the same number of syllables?

 Should the word end with “s” or “ed” or “ly”? 

(given in the misspelt word)

E.g., sygnifikantly syg/ni/fi/kant/ly
sig/ni/fi/cant/ly

significantly

Editing - Spelling



• Don’t be misled by how the given misspelt word looks.

• Cover that up first and attempt the correct spelling.

• Check if your word fits the structure and meaning. 

E.g., Cut off from the world by the mountains bordering Yunnan and Sichuan, 
it was chanced upon by a National Geographic exploerer in the 1920s.

E.g., exploerer ex/ploe/rer
ex/plo/rer

Editing - Spelling

explorer



If a word consists of prefix or suffix, break it up and check 

the spelling of each part.

prefix root word suffix

un comfort able

Editing - Spelling



• Recognise that there are four word forms:  
Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives, & Adverbs

• All these four word forms share its central meaning.

e.g.,
noun  apology
verb  apologise
adjective  apologetic
adverb  apologetically

Editing - Grammar



Language items that might be tested:
❖ Subject-Verb Agreement – singular or plural
❖ Parts of Speech – verb, noun, adjective, adverb
❖ Conjunctions – but, due to, either…or 
❖ Prepositions – above, on, at 
❖ Pronouns – you, which, themselves, somebody 
❖ Determiners – a, the, my, this, some
❖ Modals – can, would, must
❖ Tenses – simple present/past, past participle, 

continuous tense

Editing - Grammar



Golden Rule:

Each grammatical error should be corrected 

according to the type of error made.

Editing - Grammar



e.g., The strict teacher accepts either sloppy nor late work.

Do you know that ‘either’ is part of a paired conjunction, 
i.e., either…or?

The correct answer must also be a conjunction. 

neither… nor

Editing - Grammar



e.g., Participants which do not come for practice will 
not be allowed to take part in the competitions.

Since the underlined word is a pronoun, 
remember that the answer MUST be another pronoun, 
i.e., who, whom, whose, that, which, when, where

Editing - Grammar



• Passage contains 15 blanks

• Differentiates language mastery

• Blanks assess GRAMMAR and VOCABULARY 

Comprehension Cloze (15m)



1st Reading 

Read through the passage once without filling in any blanks.

How does this help? 

Reading through the passage helps students get a flow of it
and understand its content better. This is important for blanks
which may be thematically linked.

Comprehension Cloze



• For blanks that require a verb, e.g., fought, was, have,
students need to look for the doer (singular/plural) and
time marker, e.g., every week, tomorrow (past/present).

PSLE 2015
For thousands of years, human beings have enjoyed a
close relationship with animals. Humans at that time
_______ mainly on hunting to obtain food.relied 

Comprehension Cloze
2nd Reading 



Look for contextual clues, words that hint what the blank
might be based on the content or language used.

PSLE 2015
Goats were subsequently tamed to _____________ humans with
milk and meat.
• ‘milk and meat’ provide the context
• ‘with’ provides the grammar clue [give (x) as it does not take
the preposition, ‘with’]

provide  

Comprehension Cloze
2nd Reading 



Types of Contextual Clues 
1. Synonyms (Words with similar meanings)

If a point is being emphasised, repeated or elaborated, it 
is likely that a synonym is needed.

PSLE Specimen Paper 

A wedding is an example of such occasion, where friends and 
relatives congratulate the __________ on their happy union. 
Presents are often given to the bride and groom. 

couple   

Comprehension Cloze



Types of Contextual Clues 
2. Compare and Contrast
Look out for words that signal whether two events are the same 
or different, e.g., however, but, while, similarly

PSLE 2015

For example, it was common in the past for lions and bears to 
be trained to perform tricks in circuses. However, it has become 
________ common these days due to concerns about animal 
welfare. 

less   

Comprehension Cloze



Types of Contextual Clues 

3.  Cause and effect
Such clues require the student to identify the cause or effect 
in order to have an idea of what the other is. 

PSLE Specimen Paper 

When large amounts of excess or unwanted materials are 
thrown away, more rubbish is therefore _________________produced    

cause

effect

Comprehension Cloze



PSLE 2015
Animals have also been used to help patients _____________
from their illness.
• ‘illness’ gives the context of recovery
• ‘from’ acts as a grammar clue - ‘cure’ (x)

recover   

Types of Contextual Clues 
4.  Grammar  
These include phrasal verbs (put out a fire, put away his books) 
and prepositions to indicate which word is suitable 
(refrain from shouting and not avoid from shouting).

Comprehension Cloze



Tricky Situations 

• Do NOT jump to conclusions
• Read forward and backward to pick up clues

e.g., There was once a lazy tailor named David, who employed two young 
lads. He worked _____ hard, and often kept them at work till late at night.

Common error
He worked very hard, and often kept them at work till late at night. 

Answer
He worked them hard, and often kept them at work till late at night.

Comprehension Cloze



3rd Reading 

Read through the entire passage once more for fluency

and to ensure that the correct tenses and word forms

have been used.

Comprehension Cloze



Synthesis & Transformation (10m)

• 5 questions, 10 marks

• Precision needed

• Common grammar items

• Synthesis: combining two sentences using a given 

connector

• Transformation: changing word class, reported speech, 

active & passive voice



Jack’s friends respected him for helping the old lady.

Jack was ___________________________

___________________________________.

respected by his friends  

for helping the old lady

Jack’s friends have always respected him.

Jack  ___________________________

___________________________________.

has always been respected 

by his friends.

Synthesis & Transformation



Upon seeing the cat chase the toy mouse, the child laughed. 

The child laughed at the ____________

___________________________________.sight of the cat chasing the toy mouse

Synthesis & Transformation



Open-Ended Comprehension (20m)

• 10 questions, 20 marks

• Various question types, ranging from 1 to 4 marks 

• Marks awarded for content

• No deduction for language errors unless meaning is 

distorted



What usually happens when students 
attempt the Open-Ended 
Comprehension?

• Little deep reading
• Lack of questioning while reading
• Little understanding of the passage
• Do not spend time reading the 

questions carefully
• Unable to answer questions fully 

and accurately



• Making Connections

• Visualising

• Asking Questions

• Inferring

Reading Comprehension Strategies



◦ sequence details
◦ identify cause and effect
◦ compare and contrast
◦ categorise and classify given details
◦ distinguish fact and opinion
◦ draw conclusions
◦ interpret and integrate information
◦ identify problem and solution

Open-Ended Comprehension



Based on the story, state whether the following statement is 
true or false, then give one reason why you think so. [1m]

True/False Reason
Peter searched for 
the huge honeydew 
because he wanted 
very much to taste 
the juicy fruit.

False He was curious to find 
out if what Sarah had 
said about the huge 
honeydew was true.

Lines 18-20
… My curiosity aroused, I stepped into 
the patch and began searching for the 
spectacular fruit… The moment I saw 
it, my mouth watered and I longed for 
a taste of the juicy fruit.

Open-Ended Comprehension



Based on information from lines 21-39, fill in the 
blanks in the following table. [1m]
How Peter felt What made Peter feel that 

way
What Peter did as a 

result
ashamed He retrieved as

many seeds as he
could.

He realised that the 
honeydew was meant 
as a birthday gift for 
Sarah’s sister.

Lines 32-33
“The fruit was for my little sister, Mandy,” Sarah sobbed. 
“It’s her birthday today and I know she would love to have 
a taste of honeydew. Now I have nothing to give her.”

Open-Ended Comprehension



What do you think Mandy “instinctively understood” 
(line 44)?  Support your answer with an example of how 
Mandy showed this understanding. [2m]

It was the value/importance of sharing.
She invited all her friends to eat/share the 
(three giant) honeydews.

Lines 41-44
… Mandy immediately invited all her friends to her 
house. As we munched on our slices of honeydew, I 
thought with admiration that I was twice Mandy’s age, 
yet it had taken me a hard lesson before I learnt what 
she instinctively understood.

Open-Ended Comprehension



Paper 3 – Listening Comprehension 

Component Marks Weighting 
Listening Comprehension 
(Multiple Choice Questions)  20 10%



Paper 3 (Listening Comprehension)

• 20 MCQs, 1 mark each

• Texts read come in various forms

• 7 questions with graphic 
representations 

• Each text will be read twice

• Time is given for students to read 
the questions



Paper 4 – Oral 

Component Marks Weighting 

Reading Aloud (15m)
Read aloud a text to suit the purpose, audience 
and context of a given situation.

Stimulus-based Conversation (25m)
Engage in a conversation with the examiner(s) on a 
topic based on a photo stimulus. 

40 20% 



Reading Aloud





Stimulus-based Conversation

a) How do you think the people in the 

photograph might be feeling? Why?

b) What kind of activities do you enjoy 

doing with your friends?

c) Do you think it is important to be a 

good friend? Why or why not?





• Decision making opportunities
• Authentic situations / prior experiences
• Journalling
• Discussions / conversations

Answer Reason Elaborate

Conversation Strategies



• Decision making opportunities

• Support decision with reasons

Answer Reason Elaborate

Conversation Strategies



• Realia
• Make comparisons

Answer Reason Elaborate

Conversation Strategies



• Journalling life experiences

Conversation Strategies



• Exposure to contemporary issues to encourage critical 
thinking

• Use of photos, illustrations and graphics to build 
students’ multiliteracies

• Range of reading activities conducted by EL teachers

Little Red Dot



Little Red Dot



Partnering Parents



Home-School Partnership
Share what is learnt in school.

Talk about issues happening locally and around 
the world, allowing your child to develop their 
opinions.

Promote good reading habits & provide 
opportunities to read.

Encourage your child to explore ideas, concepts 
and areas of interest.



Supporting your child at home

Authentic experiences
• different settings, different opportunities 
• e.g., supermarket, playground, public transport

Building knowledge, vocabulary and opinions
• encourage good reading habits
• provide opportunities to read and discuss issues



Library activities at home

1. Free e-books 

2. Journal

3. Visit the local library
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